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Introductory Comments
Neighbourhood as a Cultural and Social Issue, the central theme of the fourth volume of the annual Colloquia Humanistica, seems to 
be a subject of importance in all cultural contexts. This universality does 
indeed find its multidimensional exemplification in our current issue, 
which draws on cases from throughout Europe and the globe. Examples 
from the Balkans (O. Dragouni, M. Zlatkova) and Dalmatia (W. Sajkowski) 
are thus followed by American (M. Norkunas) and post-Soviet illustrations 
(K.M. Wielecki).
An altogether different aspect of neighbourhood is presented in the 
paper by Leo Rafolt, which is devoted to Jerzy Grotowski’s theatre. Rafolt 
emphasises its transcultural dimension by casting his analysis in the context 
of performative traditions of the Far East.
 In accordance with our already well established editorial policy, both the 
research materials presented and the section Discussions. Presentations. Book 
Reviews fully correspond with the theme of the issue. The Materials section 
offers a report on Barbara Tołoczko’s research regarding relations between 
neighbours among newcomers to Croatian cities. Discussions. Presentations. 
Book Reviews features three texts, each dealing with a somewhat different 
facet of neighbourhood. Joško Božanić’s essay tells of the Adriatic islanders, 
and of the sea which makes possible their community by uniting the scattered 
microcosms of the islands into one whole.
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The issue is concluded with a review of Magdalena Lubańska’s book 
concerning contacts between Christians and Muslims neighbours in the 
Bulgarian Rhodopes (K. Bielenin-Lenczowska) and information about 
the recent 11th Congress of the Association Internationale d’Études du 
Sud-Est Européen (AIESEE), which took place in 2015 in Sophia (M. Ko- 
rzeniewska-Wiszniewska).
An unexpected context for the theme of Colloquia Humanistica’s fourth 
issue is the pair of notions, well rooted in the world of Balkan Sephardic 
Jews, of baška and barabar (Romano, 1999, p. 7). Baška is synonymous 
with maintaining the distinctiveness of one’s community in the face of 
assimilationist temptations. Barabar denotes integration with the outside 
world. In the multicultural world of the Balkans, however, both these notions 
constituted and indivisible pair, the meaning of one completing the sense of 
the other, so that together, they taught the members of the community a 
valuable lesson about the strength to be derived from a wise integration that 
does not sacrifice the group’s identity.
What is most interesting in this fourth issue of Colloquia Humanistica are 
the paths which united, and at times tragically divided neighbours. After all, 
it is from these paths that the net of cultural influences is woven, influences 
which inspire us all. We hope you enjoy this journey.
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